
Iowa State Fair Herding Rubrics
Swine, Sheep, and Breeding Beef

COMPARISONS 0 pts. 1 pts. 2 pts. 3 pts. 4 pts. 5 pts. Total

ALLEYS - Walk ways must be 
swept, free of debris and dry.

* more moisture
* more manure 
* more debris/bedding

* average moisture
* more manure 
* more debris/bedding

* average moisture
* average manure 
* more debris/bedding

* average moisture
* average manure 
* average 
debris/bedding

* less moisture
* average manure 
* average debris/bedding

* less moisture
* less manure 
* average debris/bedding 5

STORAGE AREAS - All feed 
and bedding should be kept 
out of walk ways and stored 
properly. All assigned areas 
MUST be clean and neat

* Unorganized
* NOT in tack box(es)
* NOT Neatly arranged
* Litter/Debris

* Organized
* NOT in tack box(es)
* NOT Neatly arranged
* Litter/Debris

* Organized
* Tack box(es) used
* NOT Neatly arranged
* Litter/Debris

* Organized
* Tack box(es) used
* Neatly arranged
* Litter/Debris

* Organized
* Tack box(es) used
* Neatly arranged
* Some Litter/Debris

* Organized
* Tack box(es) used
* Neatly arranged
* No Litter/Debris 5

PENS/STALLS - Bedding 
must be clean, dry and 
adequate. All waste must be 
disposed of properly.

NO WATER
* Bedding Wet
* Bedding Soiled
* Excessive Odor

* Bedding Wet
* Bedding Soiled
* Excessive Odor

* Bedding Wet
* Bedding Soiled
* No Odor

* Bedding Wet
* Bedding Clean
* No Odor

* Bedding Dry
* Bedding Clean
* No Odor

WATER for animal(s) in 
Stall/Pen
* Waterer Solidly Held
* Bedding Dry
* Bedding Clean
* No Odor 5

ANIMALS - Animals must be 
clean.

* All Manure Covered
* All Wet

* Several Manure 
Covered
* All Wet

* Some Manure Covered
* Several Wet

* Few Manure Covered
* Some Wet

* Few Manure Covered
* Few Wet

* No Manure
* Not Wet 5

STALL ID - Stall cards must 
be readable and located 
above the correct pen or stall. 
All animals must be in the 
stalls/pens assigned to the 
chapter.

*Use of Stalls Not 
Assigned to the 
Chapter
* No Exhibitor ID
* No Chapter ID
* No Species ID

* Exhibitor ID
* No Chapter
* No Species

* Exhibitor ID
* Chapter ID
* No Species XXX XXX

* Exhibitor ID
* Chapter ID
* Species ID with name, 
weight, breed, etc.
*All stalls identified 5

MEMBERS - Appearance and 
attitude. * No members present XXX XXX Members present. XXX

Members present, polite, 
and welcoming. 5

SPECIAL EFFECTS - 
Flowers, other decorative 
materials used attractively. No special effects

ONE
 special effect, 
NOT CHAPTER 
FOCUSED

ONE
special effect 
CHAPTER FOCUSED

TWO
special effects
NOT CHAPTER 
FOCUSED

TWO 
special effects 
CHAPTER FOCUSED

THREE or more 
special effects 
CHAPTER FOCUSED 5

EFFICIENT STALLING- 
Proper use of stalls assigned 
to the chapter

*Excessive Tack Pens
*Excessive Use of 
Space for Animals

*1 Tack Pen per 
Exhibitor
*Some animals stalled 
properly, but some 
exceed standards

*1 Tack Pen per Exhibitor 
(Beef Tack Organized 
well in aisle
*Appropriate Room for 
Animals (Suggested 2 
swine/pen, 1 beef stall 1 
beef, 3 to 4 sheep per 
pen) 5
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Horse, Poultry, Rabbit
COMPARISONS 0 pts. 1 pts. 2 pts. 3 pts. 4 pts. 5 pts. Total

ALLEYS - Walk ways must be 
swept, free of debris and dry.

* more moisture
* more manure 
* more debris/bedding

* average moisture
* more manure 
* more debris/bedding

* average moisture
* average manure 
* more debris/bedding

* average moisture
* average manure 
* average 
debris/bedding

* less moisture
* average manure 
* average debris/bedding

* less moisture
* less manure 
* average debris/bedding 5

PENS/STALLS - Bedding 
must be clean, dry and 
adequate. All waste must be 
disposed of properly.

NO WATER
* Bedding Wet
* Bedding Soiled
* Excessive Odor

* Bedding Wet
* Bedding Soiled
* Excessive Odor

* Bedding Wet
* Bedding Soiled
* No Odor

* Bedding Wet
* Bedding Clean
* No Odor

* Bedding Dry
* Bedding Clean
* No Odor

WATER for animal(s) in 
Stall/Pen
* Waterer Solidly Held
* Bedding Dry
* Bedding Clean
* No Odor 5

ANIMALS - Animals must be 
clean.

* All Manure Covered
* All Wet

* Several Manure 
Covered
* All Wet

* Some Manure Covered
* Several Wet

* Few Manure Covered
* Some Wet

* Few Manure Covered
* Few Wet

* No Manure
* Not Wet 5

STALL ID - Stall cards must 
be readable and located 
above the correct pen or stall. 
All animals must be in the 
stalls/pens assigned to the 
chapter.

*Use of Stalls Not 
Assigned to the 
Chapter
* No Exhibitor ID
* No Chapter ID
* No Species ID

* Exhibitor ID
* No Chapter
* No Species

* Exhibitor ID
* Chapter ID
* No Species XXX XXX

* Exhibitor ID
* Chapter ID
* Species ID
*ID present on every stall 
or pen 5

SPECIAL EFFECTS - 
Flowers, other decorative 
materials used attractively. 
Chapter focused effects 
recommended. No special effects

ONE
 special effect, 
NOT CHAPTER 
FOCUSED

ONE
special effect 
CHAPTER FOCUSED

TWO
special effects
NOT CHAPTER 
FOCUSED

TWO 
special effects 
CHAPTER FOCUSED

THREE or more 
special effects 
CHAPTER FOCUSED 5
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Disqualification Criteria for all Species
The following will disqualify the chapter from herding, but disqualifications will not be limited to this list.
Alcohol in tack pens or livestock pens and stalls.
Moving pen and stall locations without permission from FFA show superintendents.
Stalling before listed times in the Iowa State Fair premium book.


